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planation to be given on a Supply Bill. All
the details will be furnished on the Esti-
mates, which will be brought forward much
earlier than they were last year.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Is not this Bill on the
basis of that of last year?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Yes.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
omy.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: The amount is below that of last

Then, this is no econ-

vear. There is nothing further for me to
geay. I hope the second reading will be

agreed to.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, teported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
—East) [5.54]): I move—

That the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, the 12th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.55 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY,
The Lesislative Assembly met at noun,
pursuant to proclamation by His Excelleney
the Governor, which proclamation was read
by the Clerk (3r. A. R. Grant).

MESSAGE—OPENING BY
COMMISSIONER.

A message {rom the Commissioner ap-
pointed by the Governor te do all things
necessary for the opening of Parliament
requested the attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly in the Legislative
Council Chamber. Hon. mmembers having
accordingly proceeded to that Chamber and
heard the Commission read, they returned
to the Assembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour the Chief Justice (Sir Rovert
Furse Medillan) having been commissioned
by the Governor appeared in the Assembly
Chamber to administer to members the oath
of allegiance to His Majesty the King.

The Clerk produced election writs show-
ing the return of 50 members; also writs
for by-elections for Irwin-Moore, Maylands,
Mt. Marshall, Nedlands, Northam, West
Perth, and York.

With the following exceptions, all the
members elected were present and took and
subscribed the oath as vequired by statute
and signed the roll: Miss Holman (For-
resty, Mr. Lamond {Pilbara), Mr. H, W.
Mann (Perth), Mr. Teesdale (Roebournel.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

THE PREMIER (Hon. 8ir James
Mitehell—XNortham) [12.34], addressing the
Clerk, said: The House being duly eonsti-
tuted, I now move—

That Mr, Stubbs do take the Chair of this
House as Speaker.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
C. G Latham-—York): I second the motion.

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin):
to the will of the House.

There being no other nominations,

The SPEAKER-ELECT, having been
condueted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder of the motion, said: Tt is indeeil
extremely difficult to express in adequate
language the thanks and gratitude that is
in my heart for the great honour which my
fellow members have conferred upon me
this day. Truly I realise the responsibility
attached to the office of Speaker. My pre-
decessors have filled the Chair so ably and

I submit mysel€
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so upheld the dignity of the position and
all it stands for that my fask in carrying on
1s not an easy one. Yet I shall endeavour,
with the goodwill and kind co-operation of
hon. members to discharge the duties in a
manner that will give satisfaction to the
House. Again, I thank you.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [12.40]: I desirve to
congratulate von, Sir, upon vour elevation
to the very important post voun now oe-
eupy. During my 20 vears of Parliamen-
tary life T have sat under many Speakers.
Amongst these was the member for Mt.
Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy), who is now
occupyving a seat opposite, Hon. . Tavlor,
who failed te be returned to Parliament at
the last elections, and the member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), who has jnst
vacated the Chair, I think these gentlemen
have set an example that might well he fol-
lowed by subseguent Speakers. All have
rnled this House fairly and capably. It
can be said of this Parliament that over the
many Years during which they have ruled
the House, we have heen a very peaceful
and happy people. I wish you, Mr.
Speaker, a long and comfortable term of
office.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [12.42]:
I join with the Premier in offering my con-
gratulations to you, JMr. Speaker, upon
your appointment to the very honourable
-office you now hold. I trust vour term will
be agreeable and pleasant. For many
years past we have heen able to conduet the
business of the House very harmoniousiy,
so much so that the intervention of the
Speaker has seldom heen called for. I think
I can speak for the older members of the
House when I express the hope that this
condition of things will continne. Tf the
many new members who have entered Par-
liameut do not prove to be too turbulent,
your term of office should be a pleasant one.
I eongratulate vou upon vonr appointment.

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER ELECT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—XNortham) [1243]: I desire to
announece that His Excelleney the Governor
will now be pleased to reeeive the Speaker
.and myself.

Sitting suspended from 1244 to 12.54 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to report that I
bave submitted myself to His Excellency the
Governor and that His Fxcelleney has heen
pleased to express his satisfaction at the
choice of the Assembly in the following
{erms :—

The Hon, the Speaker of the ILegislative
Assembly,—It ia with much pleasure that I
lcarn that you have been elected by the mem-
bers of the Lepgislative Assembly to the high
and honourable office of Speaker of that
House. I have every confidence that you will
fill tho office in a worthy and dignified manner,
and T have the honour to affirm the constitu-
tional rights and privileges hitherto enjoyed
by the Legislative Asgembly of this State
(Bigned) William Robert Campion, Governor,

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.

Mr. H. W. Maun (Perth) took and sub-
seribed the oath, and signed the roll.

Sitting suspended from 12.37 to 2.55 p.m.

COMMISSION.

Mr. Speaker announced that His Exeel-
lency the Governor had been pleased to give
him a conmumission to swear in members.

SUMMONS FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. Speaker and hon. members, in re-
sponse to summons, proceeded to the Legis-
lative Couneil and, having heard His Excel-
lency deliver the opening Speech {tvide
Council report ante) returned to the Lexis-
lative Assembly Chamber. Mr. Speaker rve-
sumed the Chair.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) {3.25]: In ovder tu as-
sert and maintain the undoubted rights and
privileges of this House to initiate legisla-
tion T move, without notice, for leave to in-
froduce a Bill intituled an Act to continue
the operations of the Industries Assistance
Aect, 1915,

Leave given; Bill introduced and read
a, firsi time,
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GOVERNOR’S OPENING SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKER: In company with hon.
prembers of this Chambe- L attended His
Lxcellency the Governor w the Legisiative
Couneil Chamber to hear the speech His
Excellency was pleased to deliver to both
Houses of Parliament. For greater accur-
acy 1 have had printed copies of the Speech
distributed amongst members of this Cham-
ber.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
First Day.

MR. PARKER (North-East Fremantle)
[3.28]: 1 move—

That the followiug address be presented to
His Excellency in reply to the Speveh he has
been pleased to deliver to Parliament:— * May
it please Your Excellency: We the members of
the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of the State of Western Australin in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our lojalty
to onr Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank
Your Exeellency for the Speeeh you have
been pleased to deliver to Parliameat.'’

May I be permitied to express pleasure
that His Excellency the Governor is to coun-
tinue in his office as representative of His
Majesty for a further period. May I also
congratulate you, Sir, on the dignity the
House has conferred upon you. I, as 2 new
member, will have to erave your indulgence.
1 should also like to precede my remarks
by congratulating the Premier on his again
tuking over the reins of olfice, and con-
gratulating Ministers on  having accepted
responsibility at such a time as this, when
no donbt their duties will be very onerous.
We nre passing through very serious times.
No good purpose can he served by trving to
make out who is responsible for what has
hapyened in the past, and who is the cause
of the present dreadful times through which
we are passing.  On the contrary, it he-
hoves us all as individnals fo do our ut-
most to assist in bringing the State through
the nresent financial crisis. We must face
the Tactz as they exist. Loan moneys have
be-n eartailed almost to vanishing point.
Private individuals are unable to horrow
money to extend or improve their holdings
and develop the eountry. The result is that
there is very much unemployment, and many
industrious people are out of work. T hope
that all party differences will be pui acide
with a view to assisting the Government
and Parlisment to bring about a better con-

dition of uiwnirs fur the wellare of the coun-
try and the inuivideals in it. Uur indus-
fries are very seriously handicapped be-
cuuse loan moneys hove stopped, and apart
from the excessive taxation that has been
imposed upon industries, there have been
the further handieaps of tariffs, bounties
and embargoes. In this State we have but
a swall ecomwunity, and our factories can-
not earry on economically because they have
not the local market for their industries.
They eannot be conducted as economically
as is done in the larger centres of popula-
tion. It is well known that when a factory
is started here, goods are dumped info the
State from other parts of the Common-
wenlth, with the result that we cannot find
employment for our people as we should
he able to do. Those industries that require
nursing, as they are being nursed, are not
really worth the while of Australia at large.
We have, for example, the suzar embarge,
which direetly and indirertly is cosiing ns
a large amount of monev. We have an
abundant supply of fruit in this State,
which ecannot hbhe turned into preserves
and jams because of what we have
to pay for sugar. The fruit is, there-
fore, going to waste when it should be put
to useful account. The only State that
really derives any benefit from the bounty
is Queensland.  Although this Parliament
and this Government cannot reetifv the posi-
tion, we ean do our utmost to educate the
people to understand what is really hap-
pening.  The Government should Dbring
pressure te bhear. wherever it is possible to
do sn, to have the sugar embargo removed.
Bounties should not be granted, but if they
must be granted, and undounbtedly they have
bheen granted, thev should be given all round.
The effect of the bounty peliey upon West-
ern Australia is that the primary producer
has to pay. We lhave reached the staze
now when our wheat and our wool will not
provide sufficient to pay the hounties and
the tariff charges. Fvery rommodity re-
quired by the ‘primary producer is faxed
almost to breaking point, and those induns-
tries are not now payving their way., The
markets of the world have fallen and we
cannot stand the strain.  Tndonhtedly the
honnties were miven when prices in the
world's markets wers hivh, No effort seems fo
have heen warde ~since to reduce the houn-
ties with the alferation in econditions. Boun-
ties no doubt are very gond when it comes
to a question of nursing an industry in order
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tv put it oa its feet, but if industries have
to be nursed continuously, whether they
wounld be worth haviog or not, we cannot
afford to do it. Western Australin enjovs
a large export trade, but we find that vur
exports are being used to pay for imports
into the other Sitates. Western Aunstralia
therefore is suffering. If only we could do
away with the tariff eharges and the Loun-
ties, the State would soon be in a flourish-
ing condition. We would not then requirve
any gold bonus, nor tle organisation for
the marketing of our dried fruits. All the
people would Yive comtortably, and we would
be able to develop our gold mines. Tt is
unfortunate that Queensland should have
oppozed the gold bonus, when we are suin-
plying so mueh to that State to maintain
its suear industry.

Mr. Sampson: We want secession.

Mr. Munsie: Who wants it?

Mr. PARKER: We have a great deal of
nnemployment in our midst. The Gov-
ernment  are deservine of coneratulation
upon the efforts they have made to relieve
immediate distress.

Mr, Panton: Where?

Mr. MeCallum: “Work for all” A
thonsand men are now in Blackboy Camp in
want of work.

Mr. PARKER.: That has been largely
brought about by the fact that in the last
few vears we have been living in a fool’s
paradise. We have spent more money than
we have earned. We have given employment
when money was available to pay for it, but
now that loan moneys are cut down and our
revenue is reduced, we have to return to a
working basis and get on our feet again.
We have to regulate and reorganise matters
so that everyone can get employment. No
doubt the Government have an unpleasant
task before them. I believe that every mem-
ber of the House will agree that we must
face the facts, get down to work and reorgan-
ise. It may be that we are going to have re-
trenchment, and for a short while the gen-
eral hardships will be greater. Nevertheless,
I feel sure if we set about things in a busi-
ness-like manner we can do a great deal in
the way of reorganising the position, and
ultimately find employment for all. I conld
suggest many things to the Government, some
of which, however, may not be feasible until
the money is available. One matter seems to
be extremely urgent. It has been urgent for
many years, and is now more urgent than
ever. I refer to the disgraceful state of the

bridge across the river betwecen North Fre-
mantle and Fremantle. This bridge is wholly
in the elestorate I represent, and I regret to
have to say that T am ashamed of it. The
only value attached to the timber is that it
is old and seasoned.

Mr. Sleeman: We ean casily get it knocked
over,

Mr. PARKER: Another big storm or two
would soon do that, and we should lose the
value of the timber for furniture, because
it would be washed out to sea. The bridge
is 0ld and creaky and dangerous to users, I
trust the Government will decide immediately
where the new bridge is to be placed and
have it built with the first moneys available.
The work will absorb a large number of men.
1t is most unpleasant for Western Auvstralians
to have to bring visitors, who ¢ome to the
State for the first time, aeross such a rickety
and dangerous strueture. I irust something
will be done with respeet to it at the earliest
possible moment. T also suggest that it is the
duty of the Government to reorganise the
railway system. I am speaking more of the
suburban part of the system. Undoubtedly
this is not popular. No desire scems to be
displayed to encourage people to travel on
that system. Every little pin-prick that can
e devised secms to be put into practiee, If
a man puts his feet apon one of the seats, it
costs him 10s. besides having to spend a day
in the police court.

Mr. Panton: The seats are made to be sat
upon.

Mr. PARKER: T conld mention quite a
number of pin-pricks, all of which are fore-
ing the people to travel by char-a-banes and
taxies,

Mr. Corboy: Do the char-a-hanc owners
let von put your feet on the seais?

Mr. PARKER: Char-a-bancs and taxics
should be allowed to run, and people should
be allowed to travel on whichever they like.
It is a short-sighted policy for any Govern-
ment to maintain roads running parallel to
the railways and yet fail to encourage people
to use the railways. Fares should be redueced.
The trains have to be run, and they might
as well be run full as empty, I frust the
Government will continue t¢ run their trains,
and run a frequent and useful service,

Hon, M. F. Troy: The service has been
¢ut down on the fields.

Mr. PARKER: If the people were en-
couraged to travel by the railways there
wonld be less necessity for the maintenance
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of the roads between Perth and Fremantle.
Many of the taxies and char-a-banes would
be diverted so that they would he taking
people to the railway stations instead of
bringing them into the city. I suggest to the
Minister for Railwavs that ground might
be mmde available for suburban resi-
dents, so that owners might park (their
motor cars there. The owners could then
leave their ears at the station and travel by
train. This would bring more revenne to
the railways, and relieve the congestion in
the city consequent upon the present short-
age of parking space. It is a dis-
grace to see our trains so empty and to find
so little done to popularise them, whereas
the road services are well patronised.
Something must be wrong. We have to pay
intercst on the railways, and we might as
well get people to travel by them if we ean.
T should like to see appointed a Minister for
transport. That oftice might bhe combined
with the office of Minister for Railways, and
the oceupant of the two offices could control
the roads as well as the railways. When a
eountry railway is required, he could decide
whether it would be better 1o bnild a road
or a railway for the time being. TIn the past
it bas teen customary to build high roads
paralltl to and alengside of a railwax line,
Tkis high road eompetes with the railway,
whereas it should have been established some
distanee away and used for the opening up
of new canntry. That is a matter that could
be dealt with by the one Minister instead of
passing through dilierent departments. 1t
¢ould also be handled more expeditiously in
the way [ suggest. In the Speech the Gov-
ernment have shown that {he proposed legis-
Iation is not by any means to be of
a window-dressing nature, It is a =in-
cere effort to bring the administration
of justice wp to date and make for
esscufinl amendments to the sfatute-book.
His Exeellency’s Speech also shows that
ample time will be allowed for the diseuns-
sion of the financial position, I trust, how-
ever, that opportunity will also he afforded
for considering the schedule, it nothing else,
o! the Workers’ Compensation Aet, There
is not the shightest doubt that the schedul.
is eausing a heavy drain on industry. A
laree amount of money is being paid to the
insurance companies because, in my opinion,
the: schedule has not worked justly. If the
schednle were brought up to date so as to
adjust the evils it was originally introduced

io remedy, I fee] sure that preminms would
be lessened and that there would be more
money available for indostry.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [3.46]: [
fermally second the metion tor Jie adoplion
of the Address-in-reply.

Un motion by Hon. P, Colijer, debate
adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,730,000.

Message.

Message from the Governor received aud
veud recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell — Northam)
[348] I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is neeessary to enable resolutions
from the Committees of Supply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and adopted on the
sanie day on which they shall have passed those
Committees, and also the passing of a Supply
Bill through all its stages in one day, nnd to
cnable the business aforcsaid to be entered
upon and dealt with hefore the Address-in-
reply is adopted.

Question put and passed.

Clunrmean of Committees, Klection.
THE PREMIER (Hoen. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) [3.49]: It being neces-
sary at this stage to appeint a Chairman of
Committees. T move—

That the member for Subiaco (Mr, Richurd-
san) Le appointed Chairmun of Comuittecs,

Question put and passca.

fn Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Richardson in *he
Chair,

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Mitehell—Northam) [3.517:

Thut there he grauted to His Majesty an
acecount of the services of the year ending

Sir  James
1 move- -

the 30th June, 1931, a @=um not exeecding
£1,730,000.

Question pul and passed.

Resolutisn  repotted, and the report
anopted
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Committee of Ways and Means.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittes of Ways and Means, Mr. Richardson
in the Chair,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) (3.52]: I move—

Tlut towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the serviees of the
year ending 30th June, 1931, a sum not uox-
ceeding £530,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fuuel, £50,000 from  the
General Loan Fund, £30,000 from the Govern-
ment Property Sales Fund, and £300,000 from
the Public Accounts for the porposes of
temporary  wlvanees to he made by the
Treasurer. )
1t is the usual practice to introduce ab the
heginning of the session a  Supply Bill
covering two months. The amount of loan
{unds available being less, there is a redue-

tion in the amount asked for from that
source. Otherwise the Government ave

merely [ollowing the ordinary custom in
axking for supply when the Honse meets.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [3.34]: I
have no chjection to offer to the granting of
supply.  Natorally the Government must
have money to carry on, and the supply
granted by the last Parliament will be ex-
hausted to-morvew, at the end of the month.
There is, however, one matter which I would
like the DPremier to explain, During the
past 24 hours we have learned that the hon.
gentleman finds himself unable to attend the
speeinl meeting of the Loan Couneil at Can-
herra next week. I am quite sure that every
member of this Chamber will sympathise
with the Premier as vegards the eause whieh
prevents him from attending the meeting in
question, and all will wish for Lady Mit-
chell’s speedy restoration to health, Trvom
the Press we learn that the Government, or
the Premier, has appointed Sir Hal Cole-
bateh fo represent this State at that meeting
of the Loan Council, as of course the gen-
tleman in question is quite eompetent to do,
The agreement contains a provision whereby
the Govermment can appeint any person
they choose to represent them: However, T
consider it highly desirahle that, the Premier
himself not heing ahle to attend, one of his
Ministers shonld go to that meeting of the
Loan Council. 1 venture to say that many
people do nof realise the seriousness of the
financial sitnation which now confronts
Anstralia.  Perhaps only Ministers and
those who have been privileged to attend

Premiers’ Conferences or meetings of the
Loan Couneii during recent yeavs, are fully
seized of the seriousness of the position.
When the Premier received the invitation to
attend the meeting of the Loan (ounecil, he
consulted me regarding the adjournment of
the House over next week. In view of the
need for the representation of the Stato at
that mecting I offered no objection whatever
tn the proposed adjournment. I should like
to see Western .\ustralia represented at the
meeting by a Minister now that the Prewmier
finds himself precluded from attending. It
is necessary that the representative should
leuve for Canberra to-morrow ecvening, and
even at this eleventh hour I suggest that the
Premier reconsider his decision and see
whether it is not possible to have a memnber
of the Ministry representing Western Aus-
frulia at the meeting of the Loun Couneil.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [3.57]: As the Leader of
the Opposition has said, it is competent for
the State to he represented at the meeting
of the Loan Council by anyone whom it may
appoint. In any case the U'nder Treasurer
will be present. Rir Hal Colebateh has not
only had experienee as a Minister here, but
also rendered distinguished services to this
State for several years in London. At the
Loan Couneil he will meet the representative
ol the Bank of England; and hecause of his
knowledge and experience, Sir Hal, who is
also a representative of this State in the
Tederal PParliament, will be able to represent
Western Mustralia fuily and well at the Loan
Couneil. 1 realise the difficnlties that con-
front us hecause of the extraordinary position
ohtaining in Australia, and | realise too all
that it means te attend a meeting of the Loan
Connedl at this junctore. There never was a
more difficult time ahead of Australiz. The
opportunity is afforded us of meeting the
representative_of the Bank of Euglund, and
advaniage will be taken of it. I may mention
that I have had some opportunity of discuss-
ing matters with Sir Otto Niemeyer as he
passed through “Fremantlé,” T regret very
much that personally I am not able to attend
the meeting of the Loan Conneil.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Is this a onc-man
Government ?

The PREMIER: No; not like the one the
hon. member was in.

Mr. Corboy: It is curious that you have
his late Leader with you.
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The PREMIER: We have, I think, pro-
vided satisfactorily for the representation
of the State at the Loan Council. For anv-
one going to Canberra from Western \us-
tralia, it would mean rushing over there,
spending six or seven hours in Canberra,
and then rushing back. The Under Treasurer,
as 1 have said, will attend the meeting; an
I was at Canberra a few weeks ago. Minis-
ters are very busy indeed, especially the Min-
ister for Lands, who is getting the unem-
ployed placed on the land; and this is a most
inconvenient time for any member of the
Government to go away. It was felt by
Ministers that the work could be done thor-
oughly well for us by Sir Hal Colebateh. At
any vate, it has been decided that that gen-
tleman be asked to represent Western Aus-
tralia; and I believe that the people of this
country, and this House also, will be per-
fectly satisfied with the work that he will do.

MR. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[3.59]: I do not consider the Premier’s ex-
planation at all satisfactory. It is totally
contrary to custom and practice that this
State should be represented, and the coun-
try's business done, at a meeting of the Loan
Couneil by a man who is not a member of
this Parliament. That such a man should deal
with confidential information relating to the
finances of the State, and that he should in
fact handle State finances, 15 surely a de-
parture which this Chamber will not toler-
ate. Are we to understand that this Govern-
ment have but one Minister eapable of hand-
ling the finances? Are we to take it from
the Premier that he cannot trust one of his
Ministers to go ever and sit at this confer-
ence? Is this an admission on his part that
he is the only man in the Cahinet with the
capacity and knowledge to sit at this confer-
ence? We were all interested to see how
this coalition Government were going to
work; and this is the first evidence of if.
Apparently the Premier will ‘not trust his
licutenant out of his sight. Last time the
Premier went East to attend the Loan Counn-
cil he saw to it that his lieutenant was ont
of the State. He met him over thers, and
they attended the Couneil together. But we
iearnt on Monday last that this coming con-
ference was of so much impertance to West-
ern Australia that I’arliament was to be aslred
to adjourn, that our business was to be hung
up for & week to allow the Premier to attend
the gconference. We all agreed to that, and
the Leader of the Opposition acquiesced in

the Premier’s request that that should be
done. But now, suddenly, it seems that the
conference is of so little importance as not
to warrant the sending of a Minister, and
someone outside of this Parliament is to deal
with this confidential matter of firance which
is o vital to this State. The rank and file
members of this House will not be taken into
the eonfidence of members of the Loan Coun-
¢il. We are not to know anything of their
deliberations, but an outsider is to know
everything. No member of this House will
hyve the information, other than at second-
hand.

The Premier: Nonsense!

Mr, McCALLUM: Why is there not an-
other Minister to go? Are we to take it that
the Premier will not trust the Leader of the
Country Party ko represent the State at the
conference?

The Premier: Certainly not!

Mr. MeCALLUM: Ts it that the Premier
wants to keep his eye on him, and that he
will not allow him out of his sight so early
in the history of the coalition Government?

The Premier: Don't he impertinent.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Premier took the
Leader of the Country Party with him on
the first occasion.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. McCALLUM: No, he sent yon ahead,
so that he could get you out of his road.
It is not only a reflection on this Parliament,
but a decided reflection on every other mem-
ber of the Government that the Premier will
trust none of his colleagues with this mis-
sion. He says that Colebatch has the neeces-
sary ability and knowledge, but that none
of the Ministers have it.

The Premier; Noihing of the sort.

Mr., McCALLUM: Your speech was tan-
taumount to the admission that you have not
a Minister capable of doing what Colebateh
can do. I eould argue a great deal as to the
advisahility of that partieular gentleman
being asked to represent this State, but I
do not want to do that. However, I do say
it is most desirable and of the greatest im-
portanee that a memher of the Government
should be at this forthcoming econference.
Will the Premier tell us why he has altered
his mind so guickly? In Monday's “West
Australian” he announced that this confer-
ence was of so much importance that he
himself should be there; and we all agreed
to hang up the busitess of Parliament for
ten days to permit of his being present. We
know the unfortunate reason why the I’re-
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mier himself now cannot go; but surely he
should be sending one of his colleagnes,
There is at least one Minister who always
has his bag packed ready to catch the next
train. If this is to be glossed over; if this
Parliament is to let go unchallenged a de-
cision so vital regarding the question of
finance, which the Constitution empowers
this Parliament to deal with and which the
people have sent us here to control—if some-
body outside this Parliament is to be dealing
with State finances, what a pitiful pass for
this Government to have eome to so early in
their history! Because the leader of this
two-party coalition ecannot go, he cannot
trust one of his Ministers to go, or alterna-
tively he has no Minister of sufficient ability
to deal with the occasion. It is a pitiful
display of weakness on the part of the
Leader of the Ministry to say that he has to
hand the financial business of this country,
the representation of his Cabinet, over to
somebody who has not been eleeted to this
Parliament at all. That outsider is to be
our spokesman at a conference which, I be-
lieve, is of vital importance to the State.
I voice my protest against this innovation.
It is decidedly the first time it has ever hap-
pened. Of course, at merely formal meet-
ings of the Loan Council, Treasury officials
alone have gone over to attend; but during
the six years we were in office, whenever it
was impossible for the Treasurer to attend
important meetings of the Loan Couneil,
other Cabinet Ministers went in his stead.

Mr. Willcoek: And this is likely to be the
most important meeting in the history of
the Loan Couneil. .

Mr. McCALLUM : Yes, for there will be
present the representative of the Bank of
England to meet the financial heads of the
States. We are advised that it will be the
most important meeting of the Loan Coun-
¢il in the history of that body, and now our
Parliament is not to be represented by any
of its members. What kind of a position
will the Parliaments of the Rastern States
and of the Commonwealth think we are in?
What kind of a Parliament and Government
will they think we have when we cannot be
represented at such an important meeting
as that? The Premier has nothing fo eom-
plain of in the attitude of this side; because
a8 soon as he mentioned it to the Leader of
the Opposition he received that gentleman’s
acquiescence in the proposed adjonrnment
of Parliament; but now, when he eannot go
himself, the Premier says the Government

are not to be represented by any Minister,
I join with the Leader of the Opposition in
saying that even at this late hour there is
any amount of time for a Minister to get
away. This Parligment is entitled to have
information as to the doings of the Loan
Couneil from a man who has sat there, lis-
tened to and taken part in the discussion.
We want sueh a man here amongst us, so
that we ean have the henefit of the informa-
tion he will have gained, Given that advan-
tage, we would be able to frame our de-
eisions in the light of the information
brought to us. But we are to be denied
that. Becnuse of this, the Premier is doing
an injustice, not only to the Parlinment of
the State but to Western Australia as a
whole. It is a decided insult to every mem-
ber of the Ministry, and a distinet reflec-
tion upon them all, The Premier told them
in the speech he made just now that he
does not eonsider any one of them the equal
of Colebateh.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Of course you did.
Your speech cannot he interpreted in any
other way. You have told them to their
faces you do not consider you have a Min-
ister the equal of Colebatch—either that, or
you will not trust them.

The Premier: You are a mischief-malker.

Mr. McCALLUM: There is no other ex-
cuse, no reason why a Minister could not
catch to-morrow night’s train. It is an obli-
gation the Premier owes io tle Housc that
we shall have sitting with us someane with
first-kand knowledge of what happens at the
Loan Counecil meeting. Then, when a ques-
tion arises in the course of debate, we shall
be able to get the necessary information
from that member. I urge the Premier to
review his decision and send to the Loan
Couneil a member of the Government.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midlard) [4.10]: I hope the Premier will
reconsider this matter. While I recognise
that Ministers themselves should be the best
judges as to whether they are being pro-
perly ireated, members of the House are
justified in appealing to Ministers to see
that their rights and privileges are safe-
guarded. No minister has any justification
for sacrificing privileges that are his right
to take part in deliberations upon matters
of the highest importance to the State. Al-
thorgh the matters to be discussed at the
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Loan Couneil may not come within the eate-
gory of a partienlar Minister's responsibili-
ties, surely it will be admitted that when
the responsible Minister ecannot attend such
a conference, one of the other members of
the Cabinet can aecept the responsibility
and carry out his duty to the State. The
Premier must recognise that this particular
meeting of the Loan Council will be the
most important that has ever been held in
the histery of Australia. The special repre-
sentative of the Bank of England is at pre-
sent 1n Australia for the purpose of disenss-
ing with Commonwealth and State Minis-
ters the financial position of both the States
and the Commonwenlth. Despite that fact,
we are usked to agree that we arve incap-
able of finding a direct representative in
this State who ecan go to the eonference to
deal with financial matters of vital import-
ance to every soul in this State. It is use-
less for the Premier to say he cannot spare
his Ministers. He could spare himself, and
his responsibilities are greater than those
of any of his Ministers. Had it not been
for a most unfortunate circumstance, which
we all so decply regret, the Premier would
have heen able to proceed to Canberra. On
the other hand, it is going foo tar to say
that while it was competent for him to make
up his mind to attend the conference—and
to that end to ask Parliament to adjourn
so that he could do so—we must now accept
the statement that none of the other Afinis-
tars can spare the time. I tell the Premier
that that is a little too thin for the people
of this State to accept. One of the Minis-
ters eould get away. There has been ample
time for a Minister io make the neeessary
preparalion. The Premier has known of
the position all too long, I am sorry to say,
in the eircumstances. Certainly he has
knnwn for qnite lonw enonsh to enable one
of his other Ministers to have sutficient timw
to prepare for the trip. Even now there
is time for a Minister to leave for Can-
berra and to make the necessary prepara-
tions to be able to deal with the important
questions that will arise at the meeting of
the Loan Council. We can appeal to the Pre-
mier to reeonsider his deeision from a West-
ern Australian and a Parliamentary point
of view. I do not desire to reflect upon
the integrity or ability of Senator Sir Hal
Colebateh, to whose appointment as the re-
presentative of the State at the Federal
Loan (ouncil we are asked to agree, but
I am not prepared to put that hon. gentle-

man on a pedestal as a financial expert.
There are others who could be selected from
our repvesentatives in the Federal House.
I uam nol objecting to Sir Hal Colzbaich
being uppointed, but I submit that such xn
appcintment is open to misunderstanding.
Tt could be said by people from overseas
who were unawave of the special eireum-
stances, that Western Australin was so bar-
ven of ability that it was impossible to find
one man locally who was capable of attend-
ing the meeting of the Loan Council and
dealing with the financial affairs of Western
Australia. They might say that we were
s¢ barren of ability here that we had to
secure as our representative & member of
the Federal Parliament to represent the
interests of the State ai one of the mest
important gatherings ever held in connec-
tion with our finances.

Mr. Willeoek: And that we were indif-
ferent as to the result,

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: Then again, as
has been pointed out already, who is geing
to report to us regarding the proceedings
of the Loan Council? Just imagine this
louwse having to ask a departinental officer
for a report ir such circumstances.

The Minister for Lands: It has been done
before. )

Mr. MeCallum: Not in conumection with
surh an important matter as this.

The Premier: Yes,

Mr, MeCallum: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: The Governor's
Speeck bas diselosed the position of this
State from a finaneial point of view, and
it 15 useless to compare happenings in other
times with what may be done in the face
of the vital cireumstances that obfain to-
day. What is the good of talking about
secession if we are to admit we cannot man-
age our own afairs? On this particular
occasion—the first important call upon wus
since the seeession movement was imaugur-
ated—we have to admit that we have not
one Minister who can go to Canberra to deal
with most important finaneial questions, and
that we have to go to the IPederal P’arlia-
ment to secure a representative for this
State. There is another point of view. I
do nnt like introducing it, hat it represents
a phase that must be taken into acecount.
There are others in the Federa! Parliament
whe could have been selected for this ta<k,
others who have given longer service to
Western Australia over a reries of yemrs
and who have had as great an opportunity
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of understanding the peculiar difficulties
confronting this State. There are several
members in the Federal Parliament whe
have had Ministerial experience and have
rendered great service to this State. Why
should they be thus ignored? Had one of
those members been appointed, fhe action
of the Government would not have been
liable to be misunderstood as is the seleetion
of Sir Hal Colebatch. There are men in
the Federal Parliament who held high offices
under the Federal Coastitution. There is
one such man in particular, and had be been
choseu the position might not be so open
o misunderstanding. As it is, we are asked
to endorse the selection of a man who af
the present moment is doing his best, from
my point of view, to harass the finaneial
administration of the Federal Government.
Here we are going out of our way to select
the man who has put forth a maximum
effort to prevent the legislative ideas of the
Federal Government becoming operative.
He has endeavoured to prevent them from
carrying out their financial poliey and at
the present moment he is assisting to hold
up one particular Bill that deals with diffi-
culties affecting both Western Australia and
the Commonwealth, Despite this, we single
out that very man at this particular june-
tore and ask him to appear on our behalf
as the representative of this State, at =«
conference with the Prime Minister, Mr.
Seullin. If we were to agree to such a pro-
posal, it might be said that we endorse
the attitude adopted by Senator Sir Hal
Colebateh. If mmight be said that that hon.

gentleman was so strongly supported
here with regard to his attitude of
hostility to the finaneial proposals

of the Federal Government, that in our en-
thusiasm regarding his efforts we had selected
him 2s our finaneial representative to voice
the case on behalf of Western Australia, I
cannot nnderstand the Government taking
snch a step, and I am astounded at the atti-
tude of the “West Australian,” the leading
paper of this State, in their issue this mom-
ing in which they casually pass over the an-
nouncement of Sir Hal Colebateh’s appoint-
ment. It is astonishing to think that a news-
paper that voices public opinion wonld toler-
ate a proposal of this deseription without a
protest, partieularly when a protest from
that source would have materially assisted to
secure other arrangements.  There is still
time for that to be done, and I am indecd
disappointed that the “West Australian” did

(2]

not outline the seriousmess of the proposal
to appoint someone from outside Western
Australia, someone not directly in touch with
Parliament and our special difficulties at the
moment, to discuss our finances at the meet-
ing of the Loan Council, I appeal to the
Premier to reconsider his decision. I repeat
that there is still time for the necessary
arrangements to be made, and 1 hope that
we will not let it go forth to the world that
we cannot get even one Minister from onr
State Cabinet to represent us an such an im-
portant oceasion and bring back to us his
own report on the proceedings, so far as he
would be permitted to disecuss such matters in
I’arliament. T quite understand that at such
a gathering confidential matters will be dealt
with. Surely the Premier should secure first-
hand information regarding those matiers,
and should not require to wait until he re-
ceives correspondence from Sir Hal Cole-
bateh dealing with the position. Even so,
I do not know that Sir Hal would be justified
in committing to paper confidential informa-
tion disclosed at the Loan Council. We want
someone to represent the State at the meet-
ing of the Loan Council who will come back
with his report, and assist the Government
in dealing with the difficult cirenmstanees
confronting them to-day. I earnestly appea)
to the Premier to veconsider the matter, and
make it convenient for one of his Ministers
to represent Western Australia,

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the report ad-
opted.

Bill introduced.

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
ton, Bill introduced, and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [4.22]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. W. D, JOHNSON (Guildford)
[423]: I am disappointed that we have no
evidence in the Bill of any honest endeavour
to readjust the finanecial position of the Siate
in proporfion to the special eireumstances
that exist to-day. The Bill under discussion
is purely a continuation of the expenditure
that would be provided in ordinary circum-
stances for the first two months of the finan-
cial year. Whilst that might be justified if
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an existing Government had continued on
into the new Parliament, it is a wrong prac-
tice for a new Government to adopt when
coming into power after a long period of
time.

The Premier: It is always done.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSOX: Yes, but I
submit it is not the right thing to do.
We are told daily that we should take
into consideration the special financial
cireumstances of to-day, and readjust
our private and public expenditure in
order to meet those special circumsiances.
The Premier preaches that ss much as any-
one. He now brings down this Bill, and we
as members are expected to endorse it.
‘Whilst the Premier may have made
an effort, he has failed to show where
economies can be effected. The amount
he has nsked for from the General
Revenne Fund, from the Sales of Govern-
ment Property Trust I'und, and from the
Public Accounts, is identical with the amount
that has been asked for in Supply Bills over
the last two or three years. I submif that
the Premier eannot anticipate that he is going
to get anything like the same revenue for the
next two months that was received in the
corresponding period of the last two or
three years. He should have disclosed to
the House and the people thai he hes re-
alised the special cirenmstanees, and as evi-
dence of his determination to economise, he
should have informed the House by the
amount of supply he was asking for that
he was going to administer the affairs of the
State on a lesser amount than was previously
required. He will be compelled to spend
less money. He will not have it to spend.
Why, therefore, ask the Honse to endorse
this Bill, when we know that he will not get
the money, is not likely to get it, and cannot
therefore spend it? The Premier has been in
office for three or four months. He should
be capable by this time of determining ex-
actly what he can spend from General Loan
Funds, from the Public Aecounts, and from
the Government Property Sales Aceount,

The Minister for Lands: That will all be
settled later on.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The point 1 wish
to emphasize is that we are living in very
difficult financial times. Tt is no use saying
we must wait for the Budget for everything
to be made clear. We cannot wait until the
Budget is introduced. We must start econ-
omies at onee. The Government have glready
been compelled to economise in ecrtain diree-

tions, becanse they have not the money wit
which to get along. The Premier now ask
us to grant him the same amount tha
was granted by previous Parliamenis for .
similar period. We in this House cannc
agree to the granting of this money when w
know that it is not available to spend.
was disappointed that the Premier did no
bring down a Bill for a lesser amouni
showing a greater sense of proportion i
regard to the possibility of raising th
money and in regard to the possibility o
spending it. He should bave disclosed b:
the Bill exactly what the Government in
tended to do for a readjustment of the ex
penditure of the Government. All T wan
to do is to enter my protest against thi
happy-go-lucky way of doing things. Ther
is no sort of reform about it. It is the sam
old thing that we have had before, Th
member for North-East Fremantle (M:
Parker} has lectured us on what we shoul
do. We are not, however, doing anything
‘We are simply going on as we have done 1
previous years, and we are asked to do i
all over again. I would not so much mini
if we were sure of getting the mone;
When we know we cannot get the monex
there is no right to authorizse the expendi
ture. The passage of the Bill will not giv
us the money, nor should we have the righi
if we could get the money, to spend it at th
same rate as before. Of what uvse is it fo
the hon. member to lecture the people abou
the need for realising the financial position
and then supporting a Bill of this kind
The measure merely asks us te endorse a
expenditure which the eountry cannot stand
In any case, we shall not get the money 4
spend.

The Minister for Railways:
worry ¢

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I bave hear
that voice before saying “Why worry?
There were days when I used to worry my
self blue and the hon. gentleman would pu
his bhand on my shoulder and say, “Bill
you are always worrying: everything wil
come right in due course.”

Hon, P. Collier: They were the days o
“Happy Jack.”

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: Where have w
got to now?

Mr. Munsie: He ended up with “Gone ¢
million.”

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There wer

some who did worry, and who used to com

Then wh:
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plain of the extravagance in public expendi-
ture. If we had done & little more worrying
about things then, we would not be in the
position in which we find ourselves to-day.
It is because we have a lot of Happy Jacks
and optimists who say “Do not worry” tnat
many of us will have to worry and that this
Parliament will have a lot of worry within
a short period if it is to carry on. I am
not going to be among the optimists who say
“You must not look at the black side;
everything will eome right.” 1 will not
have it that things will come right. I am
going to try to steer things so that they
may iake the proper course. I refuse to be
like Micawber, waiting for something to
turn up. This Bill has evidently been in-
fluenced by the Minister for Mines. Pre-
sumably he said to the Premier in Cabinet,
“What is the use of worrying? Get the
same supply that was granted on the last
oceasion. Ask for it in the same old way.
Imagine you have the money and yon will
lecad the public to believe thai everything
in the garden is lovely” We are asked to
grant £550,000 from moneys to credit of the
General Loan Fund. We had that two or
three years ago. We are asked to grant
£30,000 from moneys to the credit of the
Government Property Sales Fund. We had
ihat years ago. We are asked to grant
£300,000 ont,of the Public Account. Wehad
that years ago. And, as if we had as much
money as we had years ago, Happy Jack
says, “Why worry?’ Then the Premier
evidently turned round and said, “Very well,
we shall put up the same old Supply Bill in
the same old way, and we will get the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle to lecture the
House upon the gravity of the situation,
appealing to members to curtail privete
and public expenditure and realise that
disaster is upon us” The public will see
that the hon, member has talked a lot of
wind and that the Supply Bill makes it
appear that our affluence to-day is what it
was vears ago. The Supply Bill indicates
no reform. It is not what the people of
the State expected of the Government. We
thought the Governmenf realised the seri-
ousness of the financial position and there-
fore, by their Supply Bill, wonld have in-
dieated what the Budget might be expected
to disclose. To-day we are asked to grant
supply for two months, We have no right
to pass the Bill becanse it contains no in-
dieation of serious endeavour on the part

of the Ministry to curtail expenditure. I
regret that, in the four months the member
for Northamn has been in charge of the
Treasury, he has not delved snufficiently
deeply into the financial position of the
State to aseertain not ouly what is required,
but what is possible for the first two monthg
of the financial year, thus indicating to
Parliament and to the country a gennine
effort to reduce expenditure and to grapple
seriously with the present financial dift-
culty.

The Attorney General: Your friends have
been in office for the last six years. Have
you been in a dream or in a trance?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Attorney
General is another of those members who
speak of the seriousness of the situation
and zay, “We must wake up.” I have
wakened. The sad part is that the Gov-
ernment confent themselves with preaching
to others about waking up. We have had
too much preaching in the past; we want
some indieation that the Government will
practise what they preach. This Bill dis-
eloses no evidence of practice and I enter
my protest against it accordingly.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam—in reply) [4.33]: I
welcome the entry of the member for
Guildford-Midland into the debate because
from his remarks I feel certain he will be
a very great help to the Government in the
years that lie before us.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If you do a lot
of these things, I shall talk a lot. Do sen-
sible things and you will not hear from me.

The PREMIER: There conld not have
been a fitter oceasion for the hon. member
to air his eloquence than to-day. However,
he has been beating the wind, because le
knows I have merely adopted the wusual
course of asking for supply.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Good God, we can-
not do things in the usual way! Do not

you realise that?

The PREMIER: I find no difficulty in
doing things in the usuasl way—the usual,
economieal way, Tt does mot follow that
the money authorised by this Bill will be ex-
pended. The trouble is that mueh of the
expenditure covered by the Bill represenis
salaries which must be met. The hon. mem-
ber is so frightfully and painfully anxious
about the financial position that he says I
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have been in office four months. He has
Eorgotten just how long it is.

Hon. P, Collier: It seems a long time.

The PREMIER : Perhaps so. If 1 could
bave taken every item and made a reduac-
tion I might have done it, but the hon, mem-
ber should reslise it is not imperative that
the money we ask the House to vote to-day
shonld be expended. I shall be bringing
down the Budget in another month.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Shall we get the
Budget in s month?

The PREMIER: I kope to present it as
soon as the Address-in-reply debat: has
been finished. I think it is due to members
that the Budget should be presented early
this year. I hope that will be satisfactory
to the hon. member, It is well known to
the hon. member that the expenditure neces-
sarily ececurs no matter what one might do;
it i3 the revemue that is so uncertain.
The late Government endeavoured to reduce
expenditure before they went out of office,
and we are trying to do likewise. Members
will see, when the Budget is presented, that
we are reducing expenditure in many diree-
tions. A painful process it is, but in the
faltered eircumstances in which we find our-
selves, it is unavoidable. I assure members
that expenditure is being reduced and that
they will be satisfled with the efforts of the
Government when the Budget is presented.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Supply Bill
does net disclose it.

The PREMIER.: No: it was impossible to
diselose in the Supply Bill all the items
which will appear in the Estimates and
which will show a reduction. I promise
that the Estimates will be brought down as
early as possible, and that members will
have all the information and time necessary
to diseuss them fully.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

_Third Reading.

Bill read o third time and transmitted to
the Council.

Bitting suspended from 442 to 5.55 p.m.

Returned from the Council,

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the Bill
without amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam}) [5.59]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 12th August, at 4.30 p.m,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6 p.m.

Legislative Touncil,
Tuesday, 12th August, 1930.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.0 p.m.,, and read prayers.

SWEARING IN OY MEMBER.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) took and sunbseribed the
oath, and sigmed the roll

QUESTION—LOAN COUNCIL.
Representation of the State.

Hon. E. H GRAY (for Hon. C. B,
Williams) asked the Minister for Country
Water Sopplies: 1, Has the attention of
the Minister been drawn to the paragraph,
published in the ‘“West Australian’’ of
30th July, 1930, reading as follows: *“Loan
Council — The State’s Representation —
Though Lady Mitchell’s health had sufii-
ciently improved yesterday to enable the
Premier (Sir James Mitchell) to return



